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The aght of religions liberty, the First Freedom
pmaranteed by onr Constitubion, inclodes a aght to
wiolate onr most fandamental beliefs. Especilly since
1973, when abomion became lepal matomeide, fedemsl
lrwmakers have worded i a bipartisan way to ensuse that
Amencans can folly participate in onr health care system
without being forced to take part in abomtion or other
procednres that Tiolate their conscience.

Bt the need to improve cuaeent laws is clear, becanse the
ripht of conscience 35 sull noder attack:

» Under the new health care reform law, the federal
government 15 demanding that almost all health plans
fully cover female sterlization and 2 wide mnpe of
dmgs and demices to prevent pregnancy, including
those that can canse an eardy abomion Even
indimidnals and organizations with a religons
objection to abormion, stenlization ar other
procednres are forced to mke part.

» A Catholic apency that for ears had provided
excellent service lost its federal grant to serve the
wictms of hnman teafheking, becanse it conld not. 10
conscience, comply with 2 newr requirement to
facilitate abomions and other momlly objectionable
procednges for its chents.

» Dedicated health care profesuonals, especially nnrses,
stll face pressnre to asust in abortons nader theeat of
losing their jobs or thedr elpshsbity for trainmg
programs.
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+ In some states, povernment officials are seeking to
force even Catholic hospitals to allow aborbons or
prowide abostion coverage i order to contimme of

Thas 15 why Rep. Diane Black (R-TIN) and over a hnndred
other members of Congress of both parties are
940). The Act wonld mmprove federal law in three ways:

1. Correcting loopholes and ather deficiencies in the
major federal law preventine sorernmental
discrinmnation against health care providers that do
not help provide ar pay for abortions.

2 Inserting a consaence clanse into the health care
reform law, =0 its mandates for partienlar “benefits™
in private health plans will not be nsed to force
wmsnrers, employers and mdmidnals to wiolate thesr
contsciences of give wp thedr health insnrance.

3. Add a “prrrate npht of action™ to existing federal

conscience laws, 5o those whose consciences am
being molated can go to conrt to defend their rights.
{(Cucrent enforcement 15 chiefly at the discretion of
the Depariment of Health and Human Services,
which is itself sponsoning some attacks on
All Honse and Senate members should be neped to
support and co-sponsor the Health Care Conscience
Bights Act, 30 onr First Freedom can repain its proper
place a5 2 fondamental right protected in one health came
system. For more details, see: gompacech o /conscience.

Whar can you do fo ensure the protection of relicious freedom ar bome and abroad?

The 17.5. Bishops have called for a Formight for Freedom from June 21 to July 4. Please

visit wew, formishtdfreedom.ope for more information on this important time of prayer,

education, and action in support of religious freedom!
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